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Sti art K. Harris 


Tlic most northern station of Mannolia ■i>iy<ri)iiana L. is located 
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in the town of Magnolia situated on the mainland of C^ajx' i^\nn 
anti in the toAvnshij) of Cdoutester, Essex Gounty. Massachnsetts. 
d he nearest known station to the South is on Lorn* Islantl, New 


^’ork. d he presenec of the |)lant in Massachusetts has elicited a 
great deal of interest since the time of its tliscovery and a number 
of artit les have been written concerning the history and condi¬ 
tion of the plants at this station. The best historical acctiunt of 
the speties was published in 1916 by Dr. George G. Kennedy in 
Riiodora vol. 18. In 1928 Richard |. Eaton reported on the 
status of the species in Riiodora vol. 30. Because over thirty 
years have elapsed since the apjiearance ol Mr. Eaton’s article it 
seems time to review once more the past history of the Sweet 
Bay in Massachusetts and report on its present condition. Much 
of the historical data has been taken cither directly irom Dr. 
Kennedy’s pa|>er oi* Irom the referenc;es given in that jiapcr. 

In the j)ast there was confusion as tea who discovered the Sweet 
Bay and when it was discovered. John Robinson in his Flora of 
Essex Gounty, Massachusetts (1880) states, “first brought to 
notice by Rev. Manassah Gutler during the last century.’’ Prof. 


John 


(1889) says, “Here it has been known for over a 


hundred years, having been first brought to notice by the Rev. 
Manasseh Cutler.’’ Mr. T. Otis Fuller (1890) cpiotcs a marginal 
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Jiote made hy fudge Jolm Davis ol lioslon in his eoj)V ol die lirst 

edition ol liigcdoAv’s Monda Bostoniensis (RSI I) to the (‘Heel that 

the lirst speeinieii was obtained hy (Ihiel justice Parsons in the 

snnnner ol bSt)'). None ol these is correct as to the date ol the 
discoverv. 

In volume two of (aitler and (aitler’s I,He fonrnals and (lor- 
responclence ol Rev. Manasseh (Intler, LL.l). (ISSS) is inlorma- 
tion which lea\es no doidit as to the discoverv. I hc‘ mairnolia 
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was lirst noticed on rnesday ‘d2 fnlv bSOti by Cihief fiistice I'he- 
ojihihis Ihirsons cvhile riding through the woods in (doncester 
(hiring a shower of rain! I re gret 1 have been unable to ascertain 


whether it was in the morning or the alternoon. Specimens were 
collected by liim on the lollocving Friclav. lie promptiv wrote a 
letter to the Rev. Manasseh Cutler, the outstanding botanist in 
Kssex (.oimty at the time', who set ont in sc'arch of the plant on 
Mond.iy. (niy 2<S, the day after he rc'ceiveci the letter. W'hile hav¬ 
ing dinner with (iaptain Ingolsoii at Kettle Cove a Mr. (.oldsniith 
brought in sjiecimens ol the m.ignolia without being aware that 
Rev. Cutler was looking lor it. In the alieinoon Cutler louiul 


that the plant was abundant in two swanijis close to the road 
Irom Manchester to (douccster. 

lieing more familiar with M(iu;n<)li(i slclhihi and .\/. soiihin- 
g<uni<i. which blossom in the spring, the last half of fnlv seemed 
a late date' to mc' to lincl magnolia in llower. Ilowever. in c heck- 

collections bearint! 
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the dated specimens 1 liaxc seen. ; 
blossoms have been taken in )ul\ and buk sa\s that the first wec'k 
in filly is the best time to go and see the shrubs. 

A note by an unsigned correspondent appears on page' ('»I2 of 
(iarden and f'orest xol. 2 and again as a cpiotation in Kenneeb’s 
article snggesting that M d^'tiohd I'n iihiKuui is not realb natix’e to 
Cdoucc'ster but was introclucc'cl there from a more southern state 

by the earlv settlers. .\s far as I know ihere is not a shred of e\ i- 
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(lence to supjiort this interesting thc'orv. I’his note is the major 
portion ol a letter dated 21 Noxc'inber IS(S!) ;in(l sent to fohn 
Robinson at the Peabodv Acadenix of Science' :it Salem by M. .\. 
W^alloii, “Ilcrniil.” I his IcticT is altiuluxl to one* ol ilic shcc*ls 
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of ^^au^()lia in the licrhariuin ol the IVahocIv Mnseiiin ol Sakni. 
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Afason A. W'alton, the Hermit of Gloucester, was suffering from 
\erv |)oor iiealtli and about I8(SI decided that continned lilV in 
the (it\ tvonid soon pro\e latal. so lie moved to the woods of 
Cape Ann anti lived first in a lent anti later in a taltin anti nnrsetl 
himsell l)atk to health, lie was an nniiainetl nature lover with 
a keen eve, as is evitiencetl bv the tonients ol this letter anti bv 
the book he pnblishetl in l!)0‘b A Hermit’s Wiltl l iientls, whith 
is fitll t)f observations he matle ttl the |)lants, birtls anti mammals 
t)f the reuion. 


d he note in (iartleti anti I'orest terminates as follo\vs, “It must 
be exident tt) any careful observei that Afaeiiolia s>lanca is here 
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struggling in an ntmatnral tiiinate. The primary roots grow 
straight tlown into the nintk anti in the fall are thitkiv toxeretl 


with snttident rootlets, stiowv white in color. In the s|)ring these 
rootlets are mostly tlead. anti the greater iiart of the young shoots 
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the tlown to the moss, atitl a teitain per tent ttf the oltl plants 
winter kill, xvhit h goes to show that there is no harmony between 
shrill) anti climate. ’ l liere is more pertinent inlorniation in the 
impnhlishetl portion of the letter. “Alagnolia glanca, tioes not 
e.xtenti into I'sse.x, so far as I know. I liaxe traxeletl through 
many of the swainjis of that town without tiiscoyeting it, anti 
persistent eiujtiiry of Kssex people, long ago coiuintctl me that it 

tiiti not exteiul be\t)ntl W est (dontester. I believe the shrnb is 
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tonlinetl wholly to WartI S, (at\ of (.loutester, below I give the 


names of some of the swam|)s where it grows: ‘Alagnolia Swamp’; 
‘liarifl .Swani|)': ‘Ritst’s .Swamp’; 'Cetlar .Swamp’; ‘lirav’s Swamp’ 
atid seyeral other iiiinor swain|)s. Dining the time I have livetl 
here, live vears, Magnolia glanta has intitasetl in Alagnolia 


Swamp. 1 tio not think it has notitcably intreasetl in othei 
swam|)s. bill t eriainiv . it h;is not tlet reasetl. ” 

l itis brings its to a toiisiilerat ion ol the range ol Miil’IioIki 
inruiiiiona in New F.nglantl. In the Trees anti .Shrubs ol Alassa- 
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chetts, eti. 'I (isy.a). (ieorge l>. I niersoii states. “It is saitl to have 


been foiintl, in a single spot, in the comity of A'ork. Afaine.’’ 
Since no spet imen is known to support this t hiiiii anti no botanist 
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has reported fiiuliiit;' the S^veet liav in Maine since IK7.a, this 
repoit can he* eliminated. I luis the ran^e (an be eoidined to 
(iape Ann, Massachusetts. Lnierson (LSKi) rej)<)rts it lYoin a 
swainjj in deep woods in Kssex l)nt there are no specimens to 
substantiate the (laim. Walton, as noted abo\e, beliexed that 
the s|)ecies t^rew onix in W'est (doneester and I think this is es.sen- 
tially correct. I loxvexer. there are ixvo collec tions in the (Iray 
Ilerbarimn, one made bx Whlliam Oakes and the other by 
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(lharles K. Ka.xon, xvhich i^ive the adjoinin” toxvn of Manchester 
as the locality. 


I he location of the Maj^iiolia .Sxxamp became xxell-knoxvn soon 
alter its cliscoxery and ereat numbers of the maunolia xx’ere dntr 
and moxc'cl to private wardens. Din ing’ the season xxhen the shrni) 
was in lloxx’er lari^e numbers of the* blossoms xvere picked, xxith 
little or no regard lor the xxc Hare of the plants, and sold on the 
streets ol .Salem and P>osion. In the herbarimn ol the I’eabody 
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•Mnsenin are txxo sheets ol blos.soms purchased Trom small boys 
in I87(S and l(S7*J. .\s early as 18 Ki, Kmerson expressed the Tear 
that the station xx’c.ndd soon become extirpated but nothin*;' xx’as 
done to remedy the situation. Kennedy (piotes a letter xxritten in 
IDK) by (iharles F. Faxon to Walter Deane xvhich states that 
lorlx'-live years beldre he had round plenty ol j.;oocl specimens lil- 

teeii feet tall or more and that it xvas easy to lind them because 
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the boys x\ ho sold the lloxvers on the lioston trains had made 
trails Irom one plant to another all oxe r the swamp. I loxvex'er, 
xvhen he xisited ilu“ place txvo years |)rexionsly (|idy IDI'L) in 
the (ompanx ol Dr. Kenneclx and the local "Free W'arclen, they 
coidd line! onix txvo little |)lants a lexv feet hi!;h. Fhis must haxc 
been the loxv point ol thc‘ stand. It is possible that they hap¬ 
pened to make their xisit at a time xvhen most of the plants had 
bc'en killed bac k to the <>ronncl by a sexere xvinter and the xonnu 
shoots had not yet appealed. 


Faton in I‘)28 notes that the' Magnolia ,Sxvam|) had been made 
a part ol Ravensxvood l*ark in the early ll)20’s and that the ma*;- 
nolia xvas at last protected. .Mont; the paths constructed across 
the swamp he saxv about a do/.en species. In talkini;' with him 
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recently he tokl me that he has counted over twenty-five plants 
close to the paths. 

All my visits to Magnolia Swamp have been tnade in (he winter 
which is not as illogical as it first seems because the ground is 
then I'rozen anti prf)gress is easy in the swamp and the magnolias 
being evergreens are easy to spot because they are about the only 
woody jilants there holding their leaves. Besides I would rather 
fight chilblains than most|nitocs. As Walton states the swamp 
contains several lumtlred acres and is long anti relativelv narrow, 


ten to over one himtlretl rotls tvitle. In late Febt iiary t)l this year 
I made a rough census of the tlistinct plants seen tinring twenty 
or twenty-fi\e /igs and /ags across the swamp. I was able to count 
eighty clones anti I am sure that I missetl some so that it is j)rob- 
ably sale to say that at least f)nc himtlretl still exist. The length 
of the stems varied Irom less than a loot to abtmt fifteen feet. 
I saw no evitlence of fruit on any tif the plants anti this was also 
true on two j)re\ ions visits made tinring the past seven vears. 
This leatls me to wonder if the maenolias are now beim> killed 

o 

by kintlness through being shatletl out by the retl majiles and 
other taller trees in the swamp which are also being protected. 
In the bill ol 19,57. Miss Frances F. Burnett of Manchestei" told 
me ol another apparently natural stantl of Mdgnolia virghudna 
in a swamp near the Manthestei' line anti at least a mile anti 
one half from the Magnolia Swamj). I have visited this twice. 
1 he swamp itself is small anti contains only five or six plants 
but these rejiresent the only wild magnolias outsitle of Magnolia 
.Swamp of which I am aware. In 19.57, I fountl several fruit on 
this grouj) but I saw none this February. — dki’AR i .mkn i t)F inoL- 


t)c;^, HtxsroN umni.rsiia'. luisroN, ma.ss. 
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Crri.i'.R. W. P. R; f.P. (]eii.i:R. I88S. Fife fournals and Forrcspoiul- 


ciitc ol Rev. .Manas.sfli Fiitler. FI,.I). 811 . 
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1 !) 28 . The I’re.senl .Sialiis ol Magnolia \ii<>iniana 
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Ma.s.satlui.sfU.s. Riiodora 80 : 207 . 208 . 
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Fmkr.son. F. 1 >. 18 I(). rrees and .Shiubs of M.i.s.saclniseiis. ed. F 

527 . 


E.mkrson. fF 15. 1875. 'Frees and .Shrubs of .Massaeluiselts. cd. 2 

608 . 
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M:i<'ii(>lia lilaiua in lis Xoriluiii lloinc*. Ciardcn 
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and I'orcsi y)(il. 

(i. (i. Some* I I isioric al Dala R(*uardini»'ihc* Sw (‘cl liax 

and li.s Station on (iape* Ann. Kiiodoka 1!12. 

W'ai.ion, M. a. ISS!). i\otc‘on xMaunolia i»lan(a. (iarden and h'oic.st 
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ALiHIM si*i-.(;ri.,\i-. A \i:\\ sim-ciks ok i nk .m.lh'.m 

C.W.XDl-.XSK Al.I.I WCK KKOM .\LABAMA> 


.Marion Ownuia' and II.wn.mi O. .\a.si 


riu' .llUiun ( timi ( lr ) iS ( 



aiuc“ (()ni|)risini> lini Xorih Anu'ri- 
ctn ,s|)C { i(.s has ixcniillv l)t‘C‘n icA’isid hv the aulhors.- Scarcely 

s in<)n<)_!.;ra|)h oil (he |)ress ihan (here a|)|)eare(l in our 


was 



li\iii|L; eolleciioii an nndonixed ile\i‘inh inetnhc-r ol this urou]). 
W’e are indchted to Dr. (larroll 1^. W'ood. |r., lor sn|)|)l\ini; hnihs 
and later herhariinn s])eeiniens of this no\’eh\ which we descrihe* 
helow. 


Mliiiiii s|>c‘c'iilae. s|>. ni>\. I>ull>ns oxoidciis non hnll)ulilc'r('ns .saepc' 
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nil Its (‘\ |)n<L;no. t unic i.s intca ioi iUiis a I hid is. ('cllnlis ( nt i( niac indist iiK t is 
vci t (* (‘loiiL^a t is r(‘mi laril )ns. inn i( is c \ tcrioril )ii.> I use ix pcTsistcn t ihns 
an^iistc (ihroso-u'c t ic niat is. iiKunlis x acnis; loliis ali(|not c analii niat is in 
scitioiic transNcTsa coin a\o-( t nn (‘\is 1-2 nun. latis intc‘iL;i'is scapo hrexi- 
orihns in lloic xiridihiis; scapo iino tcTc*ti 2-.S din. alto: spatha nicin- 
l)r:in:uca (andata. hiactcis |)U'rnin(|iu‘ tiiliiis laiucolatis atinuiatis plns- 
inintisNc (oiinatis plci nni(|n(* nniiuTX at is; ninhrlla |)aiui (10-1.5-) llora 
(*i(*tta, |)cdi( fllis tcnnihiis dcmnin snhacainilon^is. perianthio plcnniKpic 
2-.S pi(> IonL;iorihits: | irrianthi 
ohln^is ad api((‘in inxolnlis jiallide roscis lain patentihns non xalde 
rc‘ll(‘\is in liiutn niarccsi (‘in ihtis super ox ai inin ( onnix ent ihns: staniini- 
1)1 IS periantIn i scouk'ih js |)a tilo hi c x iorihiis asc endent ihns, 
snhnlaiis hasi dilatatis ( oalit is(|nc‘, antlicris ohloni^is ohtnsis x ei sat ilihns; 
ox ario t nrhinato ti ilohato li ( anic nlato (list iiu tc ( l istato. ( ristac pro( c’ssis 
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